SIMS Assessment
Track pupil progress, whichever
method you choose

Track progress from nursery to KS4
Freedom to teach the curriculum however you choose
Adaptable to suit your assessment policy

Who benefits?

Headteachers

Teachers

Academy
group leaders

Parents

Introduction
When schools across the country were first facing
the prospect of widespread changes in assessment,
the National College for Teaching & Leadership
brought out a report entitled Beyond Levels. The
report confirmed our market leading role delivering
assessment solutions in a life without levels, “SIMS is
the tracking tool that all schools will be using,”
it stated.
SIMS Assessment has since gone on to win the
Bett Award for ICT Tools for Learning, Teaching
and Assessment in 2016, which recognised the
very different approach we have taken to support
assessment in schools.
It’s a role we take seriously, because as schools adapt
to the more challenging national curriculum and
assessing in a world without levels, they want an
assessment solution they can trust.
Assessment should support teaching and learning and
be driven by your school’s own assessment policy.
This guide contains all you need to know about how
SIMS Assessment can help you, whether you’re a
primary or secondary school. SIMS Assessment offers
the flexibility for you to assess in a way that supports
your school’s assessment policy. However you choose
to assess, we can provide a solution for you.
If you’ve already got SIMS Assessment, there’s no
additional charge for these resources and all your
upgrades are included, so you can get started with
these resources straight away.

We are using SIMS Assessment to help us
track pupil progress as we move away from
levels. Not only do the new screens show the
DfE’s statutory programmes of study, they are
accessible for the whole school team.
Rosie Simmonds, Headteacher,
Leverington Primary Academy.

Track progress across Early Years

Early Years

Instant data analysis
With the requirements to benchmark a child’s learning journey
at the start of their education, we understand primary schools
want to keep track of their pupils’ progress as easily and simply
as possible.
In addition to being able to record Reception Baseline scores
from any of the three baseline test providers (EExBA, CEM
and NFER), the SIMS Early Years Assessment Resources allow
teachers to effectively record and monitor the attainment and
progress of their pupils from nursery through reception and
help to support their transition into year 1. Analysis grids and
Discover graphs are provided so schools and nurseries can easily
track the progress of their early years pupils within a few clicks.
So you can get a group overview or build a detailed profile of
pupils’ development in a matter of seconds.

As well as saving time for your Foundation Stage teachers, you
will have peace of mind that you have a robust tracking solution
in place and can measure the impact your school has had on
children’s outcomes given their starting points.
The SIMS Early Years Foundation Stage resources allow
schools to track attainment and progress for all pupils from
birth through all ages and stages into expected measures and
beyond.

Key features
Track development and progress throughout
nursery and reception
Templates are provided with termly intervals for Nursery
and both termly and half termly Intervals for the Reception
year that calculate progress through the EYFS developmental
stages from an on entry assessment in each given year.

Links to statutory reporting

Analyse your assessment data in
SIMS Discover

Summer assessments will convert into the 1, 2 or 3 grades
needed for statutory reporting, so there’s no need to enter
data twice.

SIMS Discover, part of the SIMS Assessment tools, is a data
analysis tool that allows you to analyse your SIMS data and
present it in a variety of ways.

Calculate and review pupil progress
instantly for 17 areas of learning

SIMS Discover graph showing the Early Years
attainment in the autumn term of Reception.

Once calculated, progress measures are then available to
analyse and review through the use of Tracking Grids, Aspect
Analysis or SIMS Discover.

Review pupil attainment or progress
Compare attainment and progress for individuals or key pupil
groups across all 17 areas of learning. See how outcomes
change over time.

Track, monitor and review all 17 areas of
learning side-by-side
Aspect Analysis allows for easy side-by-side comparisons of
all 17 areas of learning, making analysis quick for any chosen
group of pupils or individuals.

•

View the ages and stages pupils are working within across
all 17 areas of learning side-by-side

•

Allowing for quick comparative analysis and instant drill
down to reveal pupils within each category

•

Progress graphs are also available.

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
Adjusting to a life without levels can be challenging for primary
schools. However you’re choosing to adapt your current
assessment strategy, whether you’re creating a completely new
system or making use of pre-defined material, SIMS Assessment
provides an efficient solution to support your school.
The Programmes of Study screen within SIMS Assessment gives
teachers access to the entire national curriculum programmes
of study including both the statutory and non-statutory
guidance. Teachers can record formative assessments against
any statement of the national curriculum or provide summative
judgements for pupils to indicate which phase of the curriculum
they are working within for any subject or strand area.
Instant analysis is displayed on the data entry screen, so
teachers always have sight of an individual’s progress towards
end of year or school expectations. Quick access to this
information means timely interventions can be introduced to
support teaching, learning and pupil progress.

Freedom to teach the
curriculum however you choose
Access the entire national curriculum
Adaptable to suit your needs
Teach the curriculum however you choose and let SIMS provide
the analysis based on what you’re focusing on, tracking to
support assessment best practice.

A year ago we thought – assessment
without levels, what on earth will that be
like? But now we know, and we feel really
confident using SIMS Assessment.
Jayne Mullane, Headteacher,
Mersey Vale Primary School.

Key features
Assess against the national curriculum
Access the national curriculum programmes of study for all
core and foundation subjects. Record achievement in both
formative and summative detail, whichever suits your needs.

Compare pupil outcomes
A quick process allows you to change the assessment period
to review attainment and progress analysis relevant to the
selected assessment period.

Formative and summative assessments
Adapt to reflect the focus of your own curriculum
Schools can adapt the Programmes of Study to support the
specific needs of their school and align with the focus of
their own assessment policy. Additional subjects, strands
or statements can be created. Where schools choose to
adapt the language used within statements, the original DfE
versions are always maintained for future reference. Any
newly created resource will automatically link to the predefined analysis and reports.

Record ongoing formative assessments against the national
curriculum programmes of study and provide summative
judgements at termly or half termly intervals to indicate
which stage of the curriculum a pupil is working within.

Pupils’ strengths and next steps
Help pupils to understand what they are good at and identify
key areas for development by sharing specific pupil strengths
and next steps comments recorded during the term. You can
generate a report based on outcomes already entered in SIMS.

Progress towards expectations
Highlight what pupils know, and don’t yet know

All on-screen analysis is based on the most recently recorded
achievement, meaning that teachers have instant and
ongoing feedback for every child, whilst highlighting current
attainment and progress towards expectations.

Highlight what pupils know, and don’t yet know, in relation to
the national curriculum programmes of study and understand
the outcomes, regardless of assessment model.

Analyse progress and attainment of key groups

Supports mobility and future learning

Filter your key pupil groups to review their attainment and
progress towards expectations to help highlight gaps or
identify where interventions may be needed.

Your formative assessments are included as part of the CTF
file transfer, so if a pupil were to move to another primary
school or on to secondary school, the information can go
with them, helping schools to identify gaps in learning.

SIMS Programmes of Study

Review and record achievement against curriculum content and obtain instant feedback on pupils’ attainment and progress.

Customise SIMS Assessment to suit
your school
SIMS Assessment can support your school’s individual
assessment without levels policy. It doesn’t matter how
you want to assess, we can provide a solution that meets
your needs. If you would like further guidance on how SIMS
Assessment can be adapted, our School Improvement
Programme can tailor a package to meet your needs.

You’ll benefit from bespoke, advanced tools, as well as the
support and guidance from our expert consultants who have
all worked as senior leaders and have a proven track-record in
helping schools provide evidence of improvement to parents,
governors and Ofsted.

www.capita-sims.co.uk/SIP | 0800 170 1724

Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4

Assess however you choose
Adapt SIMS to suit
your assessment policy

Key Stage 3
With no accountability measures in place for Key Stage
3, it’s important that you choose an approach to suit
you based on your school’s priorities. While this has
historically been to use levels and points at Key Stage 3
or begin to adopt GCSE grades early, both methods use
an end of term summative assessment judgement and
use grades or points values.
With the changing assessment landscape there is an
increasing focus on more regular ‘formative’ assessments
and gaining an understanding of ‘what a child knows and
does not know’ against what is being taught. As well as
Key Stage 1 and 2, our solution has been extended into
Key Stage 3 within SIMS, to encourage consistency and
provide a national framework for assessing knowledge,
skills and understanding against the curriculum being
taught.

Supporting your school’s individual
assessment strategy
SIMS Assessment is highly customisable and
our School Improvement Programme offers
you the expertise and bespoke tools and
resources to support your school’s individual
requirements. Whatever assessment strategy
you have decided upon, we can customise
SIMS Assessment to support both the
collection, analysis and reporting of your
assessment data. You can see an example of
this in the screenshot opposite.
www.capita-sims.co.uk/SIP | 0800 170 1724

SIMS is flexible for whichever route you choose to go
down and provides you with a starting point to be able to
assess in any of these ways:
•

Curriculum route - Extend your assessment tracking
upwards from Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 –
maintaining consistency with feeder schools

•

Grades route - Extend the tracking from Key Stage 4
into Key Stage 3

•

Define your own route for Key Stage 3.

Ultimately, SIMS provides you with the ability to track
progress from nursery through to Key Stage 3 in detail if
you choose.

Key Stage 4
Discover the flexibility of SIMS Assessment
With schools now faced with an array of different
measures to track their students against, everything
from EBacc to 5 A*-C to Progress 8, it is important to
know that the system that you are using to record, track
and analyse GCSE grades is one that can keep up with
the changes, as they happen.

There are several types of Discover graphs linked to
these KS4 resources for more visual analysis.

5 A* to C Venn with English and Maths:

The flexibility of SIMS Assessment allows schools to
create their own marksheets, tracking grids, calculations
and analysis. This flexibility will allow schools to assess
using the new GCSEs and the 1-9 grade system.

Analysis resources
We are now providing analysis resources for Key
Stage 4 as a result of collaboration with our School
Improvement Team. This provides analysis for 5A*-C,
EBacc, Progress 8 and many other key measures, by all
the groups of students that you are interested in - at no
additional cost. These resources include:

Allows quick analysis against other pastoral measures
such as attendance or behaviour, and to compare
performance of key groups or classes.

•

Assessment Marksheet templates – understand
how individual students are performing against
each measure and which grades are contributing to
overall school performance

•

Analysis reports - providing analysis of key
performance measures for RAISE groups in school

•

KS4 RAISE Inspection Dashboard - schools have the ability to review their current internal assessment data displayed
in the familiar style of the new and older style official RAISE Inspection Dashboards.

These resources all help to give you a head start in understanding your students and how they are achieving against the
new performance measures.

Providing the support
you need
We also offer an assessment
package for schools – a SIMS
consultant will visit your school
for two days and work with you
to ensure you’re making the best
use of your data.

Secondary Assessment
(2 days)
To provide schools with a forensic data analysis system to assist with school improvement and provide staff with
professional development on the leadership and management of data. The package includes:
•

Analysis tools for instant access to data which enables measurement of all the key performance indicators

•

Training for middle leaders, pastoral managers and key staff on ways to analyse data using SIMS and lead a
strategy for school improvement.

www.capita-sims.co.uk/SIP | 0800 170 1724

Related products
SIMS School Report
The SIMS School Report provides you with an instant
overview of your school, based on the latest data held
in SIMS. This will give school management teams
information on their current pupil numbers, attendance,
achievement and behaviour information.

•

Instant overview based on the latest data held in SIMS

•

Provides school leadership and governors an insight
into areas of strength and weakness

•

Includes assessment

•

Includes the new GCSEs in its calculations.

SIMS Teacher app
The SIMS Teacher app works directly with the SIMS
Programmes of Study providing teachers with a
streamlined view for efficient data entry that supports
in-class teacher practices, allowing teachers to record
achievement as it is observed. On-screen analysis also
provides instant feedback towards achievement, raising
awareness and promoting accountability.

Learning Ladders
If you’re a SIMS school using the Learning Ladders online
system, from early 2017 you will be able to activate a link
between both systems to allow results from Learning Ladders
to automatically populate related areas within the SIMS
Programmes of Study. For further information, please visit:
www.capita-sims.co.uk/learning-ladders-and-sims-assessment

Keep in touch
0800 170 1727
www.capita-sims.co.uk
You can also keep up-to-date with the assessment resources
by visiting My Account.
www.capita-sims.co.uk/MyAccount
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