Providing the tools
for effective
school leadership
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How SIMS helps…
SIMS offers much more than a world-class
management information system - we help
schools inspire. We’ve worked alongside
schools for over 30 years, helping them to
drive improvement and support every child
to achieve.
We help school leaders make informed
decisions and give the whole school the
tools to raise attainment; from tracking
progress across the new national curriculum
and measuring the success of your Pupil
Premium spend, to helping you provide
comprehensive evidence for inspections.
This guide outlines how our complete range
of services, software and expertise can help
you and other senior leaders in your school
achieve their goals.

Effective school leadership
School leaders and governors need to know what’s working in a school and what isn’t but with so much going on, it’s often hard to have everything you need all in one place.
SIMS gives you an overview of everything that’s happening in your school, so you can
provide the evidence you need and communicate effectively with your staff, without
having to pull lots of information together.

Providing the evidence you need
In an inspection, you need to prove that you are helping every pupil progress. With SIMS
Discover, you can examine current data to demonstrate the progress of groups such
as those eligible for free school meals (FSM), SEN and Pupil Premium pupils. The SIMS
Homepage displays an overview of the school so both you and the inspection team
have a current picture of what is happening in the classroom.
Governors and inspectors will want to see the bigger picture too. The SIMS School
Report provides you with an instant overview of your school, based on the latest data
held in SIMS. This will give school management teams information on their current pupil
numbers, attendance, achievement and behaviour. There’s the option to view either a
long or short version of the report and you can export it into a PDF or Excel document
so that you can share it with your governors.
Watch the video: Did you know how to generate the new school report?

“Any of the questions that Ofsted threw at us,
we could give them the evidence that they needed.
It really supported that journey to ‘good’ in terms of
our understanding of exactly where all the pupils were.”
Gail Kirby, Deputy Headteacher, Short Wood Primary School
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Developing your staff
Three-quarters of trainee, student and
newly qualified teachers (NQTs) say
they have already considered leaving the
teaching profession, according to a survey
by ATL. With increased workloads and
salary pressures, it has become harder to
engage and retain quality teachers. With
this in mind, ensuring you’re getting the
very best out of your next generation of
teachers and staff is key to the success of
any school. You need the tools to help you
in all aspects of managing your staff – from
monitoring the quality of teaching, putting
personal development plans in place and
tracking CPD, to proving to Ofsted the
impact your staff are making across your
school. With SIMS, you can make sure all
members of staff are fully involved in their
professional development.

Safeguarding your pupils
Everyone has a responsibility for
safeguarding children and young people,
but with children spending such a large
part of their lives in schools, education
professionals take on an extra duty of care.
SIMS enables you to identify where things
might be going wrong for pupils, so you
can facilitate immediate targeted actions
- helping you keep your pupils safe and
support a positive learning environment.
SIMS Partner product MyConcern allows
you to record and manage all your
safeguarding concerns in any educational
setting, in a simple to use, safe and
secure way.
SIMS can support safeguarding outside
the classroom too. Functionality within
the SIMS Parent app enables schools to
manage their extra-curricular activities
from any internet enabled device - anytime,
anywhere. It ensures the school knows
which children are due to attend extracurricular activities and where they should
be. Plus, with the ability
to take the register from
wherever you are with
the SIMS
Teacher app,
staff can
immediately
spot in SIMS
if a child has
gone missing.

The complete picture of your academy group
As the number of academies and multi-academy trusts continues to grow, the
performance of MATs is increasingly coming under the spotlight. It’s important that
MATs have an effective system in place to track performance and provide them with a
clear overview of their schools. SIMS SchoolView is a secure, web-based solution that
automatically brings key SIMS data to the centre of your academy group. Ready-to-use
dashboards combine SIMS key performance measures and useful pupil demographic
filters to provide a consolidated view of school performance, helping you deliver improved
outcomes for learners. All of this information aims to help you find stories in your data
and provides the valuable insight you need, while presenting it in a way that’s easy to
understand and interpret.

“SIMS really is key to everything we do in the school.”
Geoff Worth, Head of Management Information & Data Infrastructure,
Pate’s Grammar School

How SIMS helps...
NEW

SIMS SchoolView - a consolidated view of your academy
group’s data
SIMS Discover - monitor at risk groups, assess intervention strategies
and see the whole picture of your school
SIMS Homepage - monitor what’s happening across your school with
key indicators in real time alerting senior staff to what they need to
know
SIMS Staff Performance - ensure school leaders can assess teaching
quality and identify training needs easily
SIMS School Report - an instant overview of your school, based on
the latest data held in SIMS

MyConcern (SIMS Partner product) - record and manage all your
safeguarding concerns

Helping you go the extra mile...
Helping you to drive school
improvement
Our School Improvement Programme
aims to help every school on its journey
to outstanding. Our specialist consultants
have all worked as senior leaders and have
a proven track-record in helping schools
provide evidence of improvement to
parents, governors and school inspectors.
Teaching and learning is at the heart of
any school’s improvement cycle and our
programme is no different - each step has
been designed with that in mind. Your
programme will be tailor-made for your
school and helps you to identify your
priorities for improvement. We offer a
variety of packages to suit your school,
from strategic planning days, managing
assessment without levels, self-evaluation
support to governor training.
Visit www.ess-sims.co.uk/sip to find
out more.

Leave the technical work to us
IT issues can sometimes cause headaches
for school staff. That’s why we offer
technical support for all your software and
hardware. We also offer a range of hardware
at extremely competitive rates, including
Android and Windows tablets, laptops
and iPads.

Become SIMS experts
For SIMS to make a real difference to your
school, you need to understand everything
it can do for you. We want you to become
SIMS experts, so why not consider one of
our training courses to help you make the
most of SIMS? No one knows our software
as well as we do. We can train your staff on
any of our 120 courses in 20 locations across
the country. Or let us bring the training to
you - all courses can be delivered at your
school or tailored for your specific needs.
Visit www.ess-sims.co.uk/sims-training
to find out more.

Ways to keep in touch
Twitter
@ESS_SIMS

Call us
0800 170 1727
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